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COMMUNITY

BY J.V. LAKSHMANA RAO

Chicago: A panel discussion
and an eight-hour-long public
sympathy fasting were the
highlights of a day-long pro-
gram organized in two differ-
ent locations of Chicago as
part of the countrywide stir
by the Bharat Swabhiman
Overseas (BSO) in support of
Yoga Guru Baba Ramdev’s
anti-corruption “fast-unto-
death” crusade launched in
India on June 4.
The consensus at both the

Chicago events was that the
Non-Resident Indians (NRIs)
must support the anti-corrup-
tion movement spearheaded
by Baba Ramdev and force the
government of India, among
many other things,  to enact
the Lokpal Bill and bring back
to the country the black
money parked in foreign
banks.
While the day-long program

that included fasting, yoga, a
panel discussion, singing of
patriotic songs and playing
inspirational music, Aastha
Channel’s live  broadcast  from
Delhi and playing of recorded
messages of Swami Baba
Ramdev was held at Gayatri
Shakti Peeth-Chicago, the
eight-hour public fasting par-
ticipated and supported by the
Federation of Indian
Associations was held at the
corner of Devon Avenue and
Rockwell Avenue. At both the
places, the programs started at
9:00 a.m.
Held  in between a prayer,

yoga and meditation session,
and a stunning telecast that
showed the high police drama
in Ramlila Maidan in New
Delhi, the panel discussion
and the cultural program were
the main events of the day at
Gayatri Shakti Peeth.
Dr. Brij K. Kamboj, coordina-

tor of Bharat Swabhiman
Overseas-Chicago, welcomed
the gathering, while Kusum-
ben Patel and Manesh Khullar
sang bhajans. Sunil Shah
introduced the moderators
and panelists.
The panel discussion was

moderated by Vandana
Jhingan of TV Asia, and this
writer, who introduced the
subject and explained the
methodology to be followed by

the six distinguished panelists.
The panel consisted of  lead
panelist Sohan Joshi, former
president of FIA; and panelists
Dr. Kalool Guha, president
and CEO of Saint James
School of Medicine and
HRDS;  Dinkar Patel, a saint,
who is popularly known as
“Dinakar Uncle;” Anil
Yesudas, an activist of Inter-
faith  Forum and author of
book Christocentric Satsang; K.

Elizabeth, who is popularly
known as Yog Rani and an
active yoga teacher at
Pathanjali Yog Samithi of
Andhra Pradesh; and Bhailal
Patel of FIA and NFIA. 
Vandana Jhingan read out

five questions and invited
views from the panelists in a
sequence. The questions were: 
— Baba Ramdev wants the

government to  agree and
accept the UN convention
against corruption that has
been pending since 2006, stat-
ing that it will enable the gov-
ernment to get back black
money from 140 countries.
What are your views?
— Baba Ramdev has been

asking the government to
impose death penalty for the
corrupt similar to the one that
exists in China.  Do you agree?
— The Yoga Guru wants the

government to access, monitor
and disrupt payment gateway
servers that enable the corrupt
to transfer money to tax
havens. What is your take?
— Baba Ramdev also wants

the government to scrutinize
accounts of people, who are
not NRIs, foreign exchange
earners or ambassadors and
yet hold debit and credit cards
of international banks. Would
you support it?
— The Yoga Guru also wants

the government to disable

operations of banks like UBS,
Credit Suisse from the tax
haven countries that make the
transfer of black money easy.
Do  you support it?
While expressing their views,

the lead panelist and the pan-
elists in unison expressed their
support to Baba Ramdev in
his fight  to stop corruption
and bring back the black
money from foreign banks
that would improve the lives of

the millions of poor people in
India. 
Bhailal Patel said that the

government must concede
Baba Ramdev’s 10-point
demand.    

Dinkar Patel said that the
corruption would not end till
righteousness was core ideolo-
gy of the government, politi-
cians, leaders and people.  He
gave the example of five right-
eous Pandavas, who were able
to win over the 100 cruel
Kauravas, who finally perished
in the Mahabharat  war.
Dr. Kalool Guha said that

India had given to the world
great spiritual leaders includ-
ing Buddha and Nanak. India
had glorious past. Corruption
had a long history.  Kautilya’s
Artha Shahstra had a whole
chapter on corruption and
how it could be checked.
India now needed a stringent
law against   rampant corrup-
tion.  Besides the law, the
authorities and people should
have a strong  “conviction” to
fight against corruption,
which was spreading like “can-
cer.”  
Sohan Joshi said that the

Bhagavad-Gita, the Koran and
the Bible discouraged people
against doing wrong things.
“Even if you do not support
but remain as a passive
onlooker of corruption, you

are a part of the crime by your
inaction.  Baba Ramdev has
been appealing to the people
to perform their duty by
opposing the institutionalized
corruption. Therefore, we the
NRIs living in Chicago as well
as in the US, must support the
Yoga Guru in his fight against
corruption,” Sohan Joshi
added. 
K. Elizabeth said that even

after 60 years of India’s

Independence,  several people
were starving because the  cor-
rupt politicians and bureau-
crats   were exploiting them.
They all agreed that NRIs

had to play an important role
in the fight against the corrup-
tion and reminded the audi-
ence, how NRIs played a suc-
cessful role when India was
undergoing the Emergency
imposed by the then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi.
Dr. Brij K. Kamboj proposed

a vote of thanks.
The eight-hour-long fasting

at the corner of Devon Avenue
and Rockwell Avenue  was par-
ticipated, among others
by FIA functionaries Sohan
Joshi,  Harish Bhatt, Iftekhar
Shareef, Satish (Sunny)
Gabhawala, Ranjit Ganguli,
Ajai Agnihotri, Keerthi Kumar
Ravoori and Minhaj Akhtar. 
In a press note on June 5, Dr.

Brij Kamboj adds:  “At around
4:00  p.m. CST (around 2:30
a.m. in India), while streaming
the IBN-Live Indian Channel,
we  were appalled to see the
brutal way, the Delhi police
rushing into the pandal and
pushing and beating  partici-

pants, who were asleep,
directing them to vacate the
area. Those hundreds of thou-
sands of peaceful demonstra-
tors — called Satyagrahis,
demanding to establish truth
and eradicate corruption,
were asleep in tents on the
Ramlila Grounds. The brutali-
ty of the police on those thou-
sands of innocent resting peo-
ple, including children and
women, reminded us of the
atrocities committed by British
rulers at Jallianwala Bagh.
The people assembled were
tear-gassed, lathi-charged and
trampled by thousands of
policemen, who were wearing
helmets, and holding shields
and batons.  Luckily, Baba
Ramdev could survive the ini-
tial onslaught but he was cap-

tured and taken away to an
unknown destination by the
police, representing this gunda
raj. The people, who had
come from villages, towns and
various long distances, were
asked to leave the venue
immediately at middle of the
night.  This cannot be a dem-
ocratic India, which the late
Mahatma Gandhi has envi-
sioned. This is not India, gov-
erned by rule of law and a
democratic Constitution, and
ensuring the fundamental
rights of all. These were the
actions of people in power,
who do not believe in Indian
values, the values of Mahatma
Gandhi, and the declaration
of individual human rights.
The glorious image of
India, which always gave
shelter to the needy and
helpless, was tarnished for all
times by this devilish acts of
ignoble and arrogant rulers of
the day.  It was an act of
treachery upon Baba Ramdev
and his followers, who had
come to present their
demands, peacefully, against
the rampant corruption in
India.”
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Above: The panelists listening as Kusumben rendering bhajan; Right: The
volunteers with organizer Dr. Brij K. Kamboj (third from right).


